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4. — Traits of American Life. By Mrs. Sarah J. Hale. 

The number and variety of Mrs. Hale's writings have given 
her a place among the foremost of our female authors. This 
little volume is an agreeable addition to the light reading of the 
day ; indeed it answers a much higher purpose than that sort of 
reading commonly aspires to. The sketches are lively and true. 
They are founded on close observation, and bear on their face 
the impress of reality. The peculiar humor of the New Eng- 
land character is understood by no one better than by Mrs. Hale ; 
its virtues and excellencies she delineates with a hearty love and 
home-felt delight. In point of style, these little sketches are 
deserving of much praise. They are simply and even gracefully 
written. The chpice of words is guided by an excellent taste, 
and the structure of sentences is pure idiomatic English ; no 
small praise in these times, when our language seems likely to be 
overrun by Gothic and Vandal hordes of barbarisms, let loose 
upon it by the author of " Sartor Resartus " and his imitators. If 
we were disposed to complain of Mrs. Hale, we should select as 
the most assailable point in her literary works, the excess of her 
patriotism. We must say, that her American feelings are too 
prominently brought before the reader's attention ; that they are 
too frequently and too broadly expressed ; that she is too ready to 
seize upon opportunities for uttering them, and what is more ob- 
jectionable, to make opportunities, when they do not present 
themselves. An American writer must of course write from the 
dictates of an American heart. He should never shrink from the 
defence of those principles, on which his country's well-being 
rests, when such defence is called for. But, it is unpleasant to 
have a work of literature overloaded with national comparisons, and 
pugnacious challenges to foreigners to beat this or that if they 
can. After all, there is good meaning in the old phrase, " the 
republic of letters " ; and it is not well for a citizen of the said 
republic to be at swords' points with others his fellow citizens, 
because he happens to live under the political administration of 
General Jackson, and they under that of William the Fourth, 
or Louis Philippe. 

5. — The Three Eras in Woman's Life. By Elizabeth El- 

ton Smith. 12mo. 2 vols. New York. Harper & 
Brothers. 1836. 

This is among the best novels of the day. The " Three 
Eras of Woman's Life," described by a woman who has pass- 
ed^them all, and described with infinite spirit, cannot be other- 



